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Editorial 2 . . Did T go to Chicon?
’ Yes, indeedy.,.

Ortlieb Article 8 Was it fun? You bet.

What did I do there?
Westercon Report 9 “Thought you'd never ask,

Registration was late
Zine Reviews 10 opening, but competent --
got the job done.

Forged Minutes 12 I was on the staff -~
the Autographs table was
e place to work to get
Forged Figures 14 to meet the pros.

The Southern Hospitality
Letters y L suite, with its ongoing
Atlanta in 86 party,
was the best party suite
of the con, so I heard --
over 400 peach daquiris
served Thursday night!

The masquerade was lovely
and impressive, and staff
got special seating,

It was a long, full weekend,
and the Chicon IV Committed
proved that Worldcons can be
fun -~ to attend, and %o work.,

Support your local worldcon;
buy a pre~supporting member-
ship in Atlanta in ?86,

Send $5.00 to:

Worldcon Atlanta, Inc.
P.0. Box 10094
Atlanta, GA 30319

- a cp

]
+ ANVIL 23, Vol. &4, #s, Aug.-Sept., 1982, edited by Charlotte Proctor
. LoC Editor, Wade Gilbreath, ANVIL is the clubzine of the Birmingham
Science Fiction Club, and is available for LoC, trade, contribution,
or 6 for $5.00 sent to: P.O, Box 57031, Birmingham, AL 35259-7031



Jerra

by HMarc-Ortlieb
/’

-
I2 had Leen a hot and humnid day on the registration desk, and
Chanloite was wondering whather on not the pleasure of a Lackrul
would be worth Lhe elfort of gatheaing-ths Pans necessary Zo stant
one, She looked oven to ithe Lanzine that Jim was reading, Lut 2
was Baitish, and had no i220s in it, "and what," said Charlotie
Lo hensell, "is the point ol a Lanzine {f it dossn't have any {2204
in 2" , ‘ L

Suddenly her attention was drawn to a B'lamsien that scurnied past,
A scurrying B'ilamsier was not, in iLsell, uncommon, 2ut this pan-
ticulan B'Hanster was wzaning a fAelourne in '85 Lt-shint, and kept
mutlening "Strewth mate, I’'m gonna fe Zate!”

Charnlotle Lhought this was wornth Lollowing up, and since she
couldn't see the secunity oflicer anywhere, decided o Zol20w),
through the twisty connidons of tha hotel, and into a darkened
elevalon, fluch 2o hen surprnisz, she discovered thait there was no
eclual elevaton in the shalt, and that she was 2alling., Shz was
astonished 2y her own 2ack of common scnsz. "Jhy Chanlotte," she
salid, again to hernse??, "I do Zelicve you've allowed yournsel? to
frust a convention hotel? ol2vatorn.”

It se2med that she was talking a Leantlly lony time 2o nzach Fthe
Loitom o2 the sha’t. She had a'rzady gonez wey past the fhoted sul-
Lasement, and now 22t that she must Lo Lan dezeper than any mine
shafdy TAWRYS B D Sink much Zunthen, 1'27 sink right through the
Earlh, and ‘comnz out at some carnelully delenmined spoit in the In-
dian Ocean, known only 2o Isacc Asinov," she said, again to hen-
sel?l, Zon Z2ack ol any othon copany, SLLi2l she kept siaking, and,
as she did s0, the nature of the shalt around hen 2egan 2o change,
and Look on weird Zonms, She legan to pass pisces ol discarnded
Zurnitunz - o0l2 mimeo druing, 2viscenrct2d Ltypawritens, aad ancient
Qack-issues ol SFP4,

flen aitlzntion was
drawn 2o a cuploarnd,
and, as she passed ii,
she managed to gral
Zaom [ts shelves a jar
Zaleled Vegemite, She
opened (t, Iin ithe Aopa
that it méight contain
someilining alcoholic,
Zon cthe was FLez2ling a
powenful thinst, LQut,
Lo hern disappointmant,
all it contained was

¢ sticky Llacik sul-
stance that tastad :
Cike axl2 grzasz,

(Marc's article
illustrated by _ .
Cindy Riley) . it



"l nust place this somewhenc,” sha said, with an oin o2 read zon-
cean in her voica, "IZ I droppzd it, it would siaslr, and Fhat
sLull sunely would poison any poor crzalune that it landad on,"

Saz nanaged Lo s2ip the Jarn onio a passinz 2oo0lshal?, night
Lo a Hunt VYonnegut novel, a juxtaposiltion which, Zon A0in2 na
rlezased hen, Than fon nindd Zegan to wanden, fzcause it mos
2illy Loning, jFusit 2alling through « shait, "Ay goodness,”
zhought, "I any méice livad here, thay would hAove *o have wings,
which, I supposz,” would nake Lhen lals, Goodnzss, what woudd
Lhey 2at? Parhaps they could 222d on enickedts, But would lats
eat cnickets, on would parhaps the crickols 2ot the fats, They
mightl Zoih go for a duck,.,” She Lrdied sevenal parnutations o’
this, and hen ithoughts had progr2ss2d way Zeyond tho AEL22%) point
waen she 2andad with g 8028 Lump, and rustis ol neiticoats, which
was rathen strengz, as she wos w2anding Jzans,

The B'ilansteor was Lanzly tan Loo2t ahead ol hen, and, as she lookad,
e carn2lully sxamined the Zevzl in a 42u2 and white lean can,

"0h my zinzs and apas,” he said, "I'n lata, Foystea will 2
stroppy, "

-=-000~--

Hell, what would Charlotte have found had she followed the Aus-
tralian B'Hamster into the Wonderland of an Australian Fational
Convention? f

For a start, she would have discovered that he was not referred
to as a B'Hamster, but rather as a Tcommittee meamber," of "helper,”
For some reason, Australian conventions have not develosed a spe-
cific title for that horde of helpers without whom the running of
a convention would be impossible. That may have something to do
with the fact that gophers are not found in Australia, thus ne-
gating the value of a "gopher"/"zo for" pun. For that matter,
hamsters have never beon introduced to Australia. Ye had more
than enouzh trouble controlling the rabbits which were imported
in the eighteen hundreds, and which have established themselves
right across the continent.

Perhaps the most obvious change
would be the accents. Though
Australian fan slang is derived
from the Ancerican variety, the
pronunciation is very different,
To American cars, for instance,
the Australian vronunciation of
the werd "basin® sounds more like
"bison," and many Americans have
wondered why in hell an Australian
has a wash buffalo in his bath-
room. The Australian version of
English also tends to sticlk fair-
ly close to Tnglish word usage,
Thus, what had been an elevator
shaft when Charlotte started her
descent, would now have become a




" .taste for dragons or fine silverwork. RS

1ift shaft and she'd have to.get used to walklnﬁ on: footpaths
rather than 31dewalks.

Charlotte would have found the Hucksters' room rather empty by
her standards. Since Australia has only six or seven conventions
a year, and has, in previous years, been lucky to have two or

three, there really is.n't a reasonable profit to be made in huckster-

ing here. We do though have one or two regulars, Mike McGann's
t-shirt stall is one that has been found at most Australian con-
ventions recently. Personally I find his t-shirts too derivative
and media oriented for my liking, but that doesn't stop me wearing
the Duck Dodgers in the 24ith Century t-shirt which is my favourite
as far as Mike's de315ns go. He also designed the AUSTRALIA IN

183 t-shlrts.

Another feature of the Hucksters! room which I hope becomes per-
manent, is Cindy Smith's jewelry stall. Cindy makes very chunky
silver jewelry, of the type that combines beauty with function.

I own one of her rings which is designed to hold one of .the dragon
rocks that Marilyn Pride painted. Not only does it look good, but
it doubles as a fearsome knuckle duster. Cindy also makes butter-
fly pendants, and some excellent dragon figurines. At Tachaicon,
our recent national convention, Mandy Herrlot, dragon fanatic,

and excellent person, bought a beautiful dragon that . Cindy -had -
made to circle a walking stick which was Juet Mandy?!s he
Charlotte would be well-advised to avoid this.stall if hhe.had.ae

-~ e —

-

She might instead decide to check out the book. sellers in the
room, but wouldn't be particularly 1mpressed. Dependlng on the
city. the convention was being held in, she might ‘find Marv -Binns~

and his stall from Space Age Books, or Paul Day with stock from

The Black Hole Book Shop. Norstillia Press, or Cory'and-Collins.f
our two Australian science fiction publishers, might have a table-
displaying their wares, Otherwise, the tables would be very‘lowm‘
key. Those people who do take book selling tables at Australian -
conventions seem to'do so on the-scale that N&d Brooks works, or
at least that I saw at B'Hamacon II. .The vast arrays.of second'.
hand "books are not to be found at Australian conventions. e

P S e



- “h;Suré,-theréfare fan tables. A feature of all future Australian
.- conventions, up until the site slection voting in Baltimore, will

be a Melbourne in '85 table, where Christine and Derrick Ashby,

" David Grigg, John Foyster, and others will be hawking t-shirts,
" subscriptions to KANGA-RUSE, Melbourne tram badges, and anything

-else that will stand still long enough for thém to put a price

tag on it, for THE CAUSE., One will also find tables representing

"..the next year's convention, and the ocecasiohal art stall. Still,

by. American.-standards, we have a very low Huckster density. At
Tachaicon, with about 320 attendees, there were only eizht huck-
sters! tables, one of which was more a display of artwork that
was not for sale.

The real shock for Charlotte would be the complete absence of a
convention suite. The free beer; soft drinks and munchies that

I saw at B'Hamacon and Denvention are only to be found at room
parties here. I guess it has a lot to do with the tighter budget
that Aussie conventions tend to be run on.

The shortage of money stems from two problems. One is the lack
of impressive local Guosts of Honour. We are rather short of
professional authors, and recycling them does get a little boring,
so, for a while, conventions got stuck in the "expensive overseas
GoHY trap. In the last four years, we have had Roger Zelazny,
Brian Aldiss, Joe Haldeman, Gordon R. Dickson, Anne McCaffrey,
Larrzy Niven, Frank Herbert, Robert Bloch, Terry Carr, and Jack
Vance, with Harlan Ellison due for Syncon '83 next year. Once a
committee has shelled out for airfares for the Guest, there's not
much left over for beer and munchies, especially when the hotels
here tend to charge for function rooms, no matter how much of the

. hotel the convention has booked out,

The sitdétioﬁ may though improve over the next few years, as our
local authors are starting to proliferate, giving us a wider seclec-
tion of potontial local GoHs. Indeed, EurekaCon, the 1984 national

-convention, to be held in Melbourne, has local author George

Turner as GoH. His only transportation costs will be taxi fare
to and from the hotel, Thus the money could well be a little
freer. However, even taking this into consideration, I doubt that

any Australian Convention could afford to provide enough beer to

last more than a night, without winning a lottery. Australian
beer drinkers tend to be heavy drinkers, and word of free beer
quickly spreads.

The other major difference between an Australian convention, and
a Deep South Con is the absence of a Hearts tournament. Card
playing will be in evidence, but not in a really organized form,
I played a few games of "Oh Hell" at Tachaicon, and did hear of
a WSFA Rules poker game, but that was the night I was running a
Minneapolis in '73 party, and so I missed out. This was, in a
way, fortunate, as our Australian Professional Guest of Honour,
Leanne Frahm, was playing. . .



1 1

Leanne has already made Australian fan history by being the first
Queenslander to get to a Melbourne convention financed by her
winnings at bingo. While I like Leanne, and enjoy seeing her at
conventions, I had no real desire to see my spending money going
into her '“Sydney in!83" fund,

Other than this, the main things that Charlotte would see at an
Australian National Convention would confirm the similarities
between them, and the Deep South Cons. e have a fairly tight

knit group, with the "in-group" jokes that characterise such groups.
Rather than hearing Hank -Reinhardt storiss, or finding out why

Jim Gilpatrick is called Standing Buffalo, Charlotte would hear
Eric Lindsay stories, and find out why Judith Hanna is called
Dormoure, ©She might even find out what Andrew Brown's Monaclave
iMasquerade costume was.

And, speaking of masquerades, she would find them of a similar

gize to that of the B'Hamacon masquerade, though, with certain
exceptions, the contestants would be taking thlnvs far less ser-
iously. The major exceptions would be HNick Stathopolls and Lewis
Morely, our two most talented costume designers, who have, I think,
won every masquerade that they have entsred. (Nick and Lewis

seem to dabble in just about every artistic field. They made a
beautiful rip-off of 2001, which was shown at the A in '83 room
parties at Denvention.)

Above all, once she got used to the strange characters, who all
talk funny, and who keep telling moanlnvless stories about Keven
Dillon's five by two by two sleoplnc space, or about the time
Robin Johnson was chased by a Melbourns tram, Charlotte would
find Australian fans some of the most friendly she could ever
encounter, outside of the South, of course, but as I have pointed
out on several occasions, it's not easy to go much further south
than Australia. :

.;--006---

Charlotite Zound herns2lf up on the dais, along with the Guests of
donoun, "We2l22," said Foyster, "tell us about Southenn Fandom,”

But, £ it p_eaée you, I really don't know what Zo say.,” said
Charnlotte, "I%'s all nrathen similarn to this really.”



Y

"Jould you liks some monz MATILD4 !

z;ulna?" sadid fl‘)o;.vz;l-”.de. pourning ,;ﬂ"Nﬂ,\N" MATILDA ¢
laon a 2lagon that sezmed to & v

grow Zronr the top ol hen Head.

"Thank you kind?2y," sald
Charlottez, and held oul hen
g Jab 47 Nan APt oYl Tnd thD
sticly ned winos fBein~ nournad
dirnecctly into her Zacz...

"llake up, Yake up,
Chanlotte,”

Chan lotte opzned her zcpes

to 2ind Jim Gilpataick
stonding theae Hholding a
peach daquini., "fly, Zut you
had a 2ong s22ep, Hou
shouldn't spend s0 nuch Lim:
at nooin panitics.”

"I do felieve you'rz adigat,”
neplied Chanlotte, "Zut I had
thae most incredille drcan, [1
s2emns thal I L2222 all the wa
thrcugh to Austarc¥ia, and saw the
nost marveous things.”

"Ah, y2s," said Jlin, who, Lor a momani managzd to Zook almost like
Peton Toluzzi, "But drecams do sometimes have a halit ol coming
tauwe and (lellournz are 2idding Lon the 1985 Joald Convantion,”

i
17
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{
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3 H,
PWhy s0 thzy ane,” salid Charloiita, "So they are.”
| |

J,-oO?J--

Melbourne, Australia, is bidding for the 1985 World Science Fiction
Convention, {‘ ;

) {
Why should you support the bid? Becapse we feel suro that wé can
put on a Worldcon to beat all Worldcons., Because Australia 23 a
fascinating place, with a great deal to offer in the way of {he un-
usual, the oxciting, the different. Because elbourne in '85 will
be a Worldcon you won't want to miss, i

If you'd like further information on the bid,; contact one of our
American agents, Joyce Scrivner, 2732 14th Ave. S., Ninneapolis,
MN 55407, or Jan Howard Finder, P.0. Box 428, Latha#, NY 12110,
If you'd like a subscription to our newsletter, KANGA-RUSE, which
includes THE ANTIPODEAN ANNOUNCER, send $10.00 to Joyce Scrivner,
or to Melbourne in '85 BIDDING COMMITTEE, G,P.E, Boﬁ 22530,
Melbourne, Victoria 3001, AUSTRALIA. i



vy narry J.un. Andruschak

Once upon a time there was a fan named Don Markstein. He
arrived at a town called Phoenix where a great calamity had
befallen., They had won the Worldcon bid. and lo a blight fell
across the brave souls of Phoenix Phandom as they tried to cope
with the problems. They blew it.

Still, time heals lots'of wounds, and the rules governing site
selection were gerrymandered so as to prevent Los Angeles from
bidding for the 1982 jestercon. Phoenix bid, won, and azain
tried to do the job of running a big con. This is not the place
to write of that con...the report would be far longer than this
fanzine's editor would allow. sut perhaps we might talk of one

strange part of it, APA-59,

The inspiration came from Don l‘arkstein, who several times men-
tioned an APA'60, an apa that appeared every 60 minutes: for 8
distributions at a Southern con. Sruce D. Arthurs, who was in
charge of the Westercon fanzine room, decided to try an APA-59...
distributed every 59 minutes. The fanzine room was used by
Bruce and Don to publish the daily con newsletter, and an ex-
cellent job they did, too. Of the newsletter.

But the fanzine room was mostly ignored by the attendees. It
was too far out of the wdy. . The panel on apas drew less than
8 people. The average con goer is not interested in fanzines.
Movies, comics, TV, games, costumes, weapons, ete., etc., etc,,
but dot fanzines, o X

On Sunday .4 July, Bruce tried to get the apa goinz. The cover
of distribution ;1 was also the Table of Contents. It listed
the publishing time as 2 PM. It was followed by a sheet that
had a filksong on the first side, and my zine on the back. The
second sheet had a one pager from Sourdough Jackson backed by
a one-pager from-Chri&topher kiills. The final sheet had a one
pager from Bruce backed by a filk with an illegible signature.

At this point contributions seecmed to cease. I did a quickie
two-pager. Two other one pagers came to light. A flyer for a
forthcoming convention devoted only to costumes was added. Then
the concom meeded a revised schedule of events typed up and
printed NO4. The apa was pushed to one side,

dhen distribution ;#2 came out at Li55 P, the cover announced
that this was the last issue. However, lots of attendees said
the masquerade was very good, ' The press ran stories about the
wéird people running around in" funny costumes. There were lots
of drunken parties. Comic sellers made a fortune. The usual.
R.I.P., fanzine fandom, your *i.sme hes come and Eome.,.
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by Cecilia Martinez
Q36H -- Marc Ortlieb, PO Box 46, Marden, S.A. 5070, Australia

Marc Ortlieb has the power of bringing "faamn fiction"™ to a high
pinnacle of excellence. As if that weren't enough, he's also a
pretty good editor. While this particular issue of Q36 has per-
zine overtones due to the number of articles by the editor, it
still has a good mix, including articles by Harry Andruschak,
Terry Frost, Linda Lounsbury, etc. al, If a couple of these
names are unfamiliar to you (especially et.al.), remember that
this 'zine comes from down under. However I found the writing
in most respects to be above reproach. (One teeny-tiny gram-
matical error caught my eye, actually it's a pet peeve of mine.
Look up "alright"; I can guarantee that the dictionary will say
that it's a commom misspelling of "all right".)

The letter column is where an editor is allowed to shine, or

to bury himself in the muckheap, depending on his ability.

You don't have to worry about getting downwind of Ortlieb.
While of course I am unable to tell how much he took out of

the letters, what was left was an interesting letter-col,
Ortlieb tends to the light side on most of his comments, which
is fine by me, I can always get depressed reading the newspaper.
With all of this honey there must be some flies; visually speak-~
ing, although the mimeo is excellent, the layout isn't always,
and though some of the art is good, some of it is not so good.
Of course, if it*s interesting reading, who needs pictures?

Q36 gets #¥wug, |

Q36 is available for the usual,

Science Fiction Review #44 - Richard E. Geis, PO Box 11408
Portland, OR 97211

Should a Reviewer review a review? Ah, what the hell, why not?
While I don't consider this a fanzine, it is nevertheless a
valuable bit of literary work. For seven dollars, four issues
a year, one can save a bundle by not buying books reviewgd in
SFR that lets one know that one would probably not like
them and would not finish them no matter how enticing the
blurb was. Besides book reviews, SFR also has movie reviews,
and interviews, and god knows what other views., It is also
chock full of cartoons for those of us who must have illos,
most notably cartoons by Alexis Gilliland, and some of the
best art I've seen anywhere. I'm not going to rate SFR since
I consider it in a class by itself, besides, my typewriter
won't print that many asterisks.

SFR available at four issues per year at $7.00

10
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ASFO/AWN #12 -- ~Joe Celko, Brad Linaweaver, Box 10558, Atlanta
GA, 30310 (Note change of editors)

ATARANTES #'s 61 & 62 -- Cliff Biggers, 6045 Summit Wood Drive,
- Kennesaw, GA, 3014L4/ilard Batty, 944 Austin Ave.,
Atlanta, GA, 30307

BCSFAzine #'s 109 & 110 -- P, 0. Box 35577, Statlon E, Vancouver.
B.C., Canada, VéM 4G9

BRSFL News i#20 -- Clay Fourrier, P.0. Box 14238 Baton Rouge,
LA, 70898 4238

CHATSFIC News #'s 9, 11, 12, 13 -~ Andre Barker-Brldget.
Ly Collevetown Est., Cleveland, TN 37311

DASFAX Vol 14, #8 -- Fred Cleaver, 811 19th St., Boulder, CO 80302

ENNUI #1 -- John A, Purcell 3381 bumter Ave. So., St. Louis Pk.,
NN, 55426

FILE 770 #'s 34 & 35 -- Mike Glyer, 5828 Noodman Ave. #2, Van
NuyS, CA! 91401

MACS Newsletter # 17 -- 411-C Westwood St., Mobile, AL 36606
SFA Digest # -- Jim Welch, Marg Galbraith-Hamilton, e/o
: #104, 335 5th St., New Westminster, B.C.
Canada V3L 3X2

SPACE JU K #6 -- Rich Coad, 251 Ashbury St., #4, San Francisco,
' CA, 94117

TELOS #5 -- Patrick & Teresa Nielsen Hayden, 4714 36th Ave. NE,
Seattle, WA, 98105

TRANSMISSIOWD #'s 108 111, 114 115, 116 -- P.0. Box 1534
Panama City, FL, 32401

UNDULANT FEVER #7 -- Bruce D. Arthurs, 3421 W. P01nsetta,
Phoenix, AZ, 85029

AESTWIND #'s 60, 61 & 62 -- P.0. Box 24207, Seattle, WA, 98124

Editor's Notes We aims to please. Above is a listing of all
the zines we have received since publishing ANVIL 22, complete
with addresses.,

ANVIL features an 1n—depth review of two zines each issue,
rather than a couple of lines on every one we receive. If you
read ANVIL regularly, you will soon know how our reviewer feels
about them all.

"THIS ‘HOUSE, HARLOT, CALLISTO "RISING, THE LOOKING GLASS, NEOLOGY,
BRSFL News, FILE ZZ and WESTWIND have e been reviewed in ANVILS
19 through 22.

11



BSFC minutes, August 14, 1982 by Nancy Brown

Due to the absence of club officers (Charlotte Proctor, along
with Penny Frierson, were immersing themselves in Worldcon
politics, and Jim Cobb was on an errand of mercy for the Henry
McKenna Fan Club), the meeting was called to chaos by Jim
Phillips at 7:31.

The first order of business was an announcement by Cindy Riley
that she and Linda would be having a party next Saturday
(August 21) at noon., Merlin suggested "passing the hat" for
the barbecue which will be served there and he solicited club
members for "various other barbecue paraphenalia,"

Seeing that the new faces outnumbered the o0ld, Jim Phillips
suggested the o0ld club members should introduce themselves.
Later during the meeting, everyone stood up and gave name,
rank and serial number,

Merlin discussed the programming for the night: a visit to the
Birmingham Astronomical Society's Observatory south of River-
chase.,

Jim Phillips then issued a call for old business, dlb said she
desperately needed the forms for the club's directory. She vowed
she*d get her new address to us YEAY #FSA Mgk as soon as possible.

It was also announced that ANVIL back issues would be on sale
for 50¢ each to help defer the cost of mimeo.

Jim Phillips then made a motion to impeach Jim Cobb and stated
for the second time that "I love this power". The motion was
pigeon-holed, ' :

Jim then introduced the club officers in absentia and described
Charlotte as "our old club member", Despite his protests, the
comment was duly recorded by the secretary (I like power, too).

In retribution, Jim asked the secretary to give a Worldcon Atlanta
progress report, which, due to her lack of involvement in the
process, lasted less than 30 seconds., This led to a discussion

of conventions in general, for the benefit of our new members,

and BoShcon in particular.

Cindy Riley gave a run-down on club dues; Merlin announced our
program guests for the next three months; and it was learned
that Ward Smith's "Atoma, Post-Holocaust Housewife" was a smash-
ing success during Space Week at UAB. One young woman had ex-
amined Atoma and declared "She was at a party I went to last
weeki"

The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 or thereabouts.

12



) BSFC: Minutes, September 11, 1982 ‘ by Julie Wall

Wefhéd éitrue mob at thé meeting, folks, forty-two to be exact.
Unfortunately, many of this number werce "just visiting".

After President Cobb began the meeting at 7:40, he commented on

the fact that all of the officers were present as opposed to

the last meeting when none were., All the "just visitors" in-

troduced. themselves and then we received the astounding trea-

surer'®s report which you will no doubt find elsewhere in this

~2zine. Dues were explained: first meeting free, and $1.00 a
month through the end of the year, preferably in advance.

Charlotte UProctor gave a BoShcon Progress Report (buy your
membership now, while it®s still only $6.00), the most well-
received item being that Dave Halterman, who will De running
the video rpom, has an x-rated flick to show. Our virtuous
VP told him, cf course, that he couldn't show it.eesountil
.2:00 in the morning. o

We received a calendar of events from program director Merlin
Odom,.. Next month will bring a mini-auction, anything fannish
but books, and a semi-Halloween Masquerade., By semi, I mean
you can dress up if you want. Ward Smith said that his college
is having 2 rummage sale to get rid of some of the theater
department®s old costumes, and that he'll buy up a bunch of
stuff and bring it to auction., If you don't wear your own,

you can buy one. ,

A decision was made on the club T-shirt. Now that you've
picked ysurself up off the floor, you can kncw that our own
Wade Gilbresth will be- taking charge of this. project. The
design will be the same one Cindy Riley did for UAB's Space
Week Poster., Wade was in the middle of explaining what he

- was going tc do and how much it was going to cost when some-
one opened the library dcor. We were all hoping that it was
Penny--it was 8:00 after all, her usual arrival time, but it
was only another "just visitor". At this point, Charlotte
suggested that the dues be explained again, and Wade suggested
that an explanation of where all the money goes be given. It
was. It°s expensive to print and mail the old ANVIL, and there
are club projects like supporting ABCon.

Charlotte was prompted to zive a Worldcon Report, which Penny
interrupted by showing up 10 minutes late (8:10). Penny took
up the report and encouraged people to (a)attend Baltimore in
'83 and (b)buy memberships in LA in *84 ‘(so you can vote for
Atlanta in '86), :

Jim Cobd suggested that the clubd officially support Melbourne
in *85, and when it was acertained that it wouldn't cost us
anything, and that no one was running against Melbourne and

it wgsq"politically safe", it was so moved and enthusiastically
carried. Coe e ' C

We were reminded that Birmingham is bidding for DSC in '84,
with Penny Frierson to chair.
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A friend from Coogee (that's Australia), Peter Toluzzi, this
year's Down Under Fan Fund winner, will be visiting the Magic
City somewhere around the 25th of September and staying a few
days. An Open House will be held for him at Eric Ackermann's
apartment, 408 Columbiana Road, #51, on the afternoon of
Sunday, September 26,

Finally we settled back, or stood up, depending on where you
could see best, to watch David Mann's video program on the
Space Shuttle. It was, as always, fascinating. Especially

the scenes of the astronauts living in space. We had a million
questinns for David, and Kathy Fundstrom, who also works high
up in NASA, not the last of which was -- want to come to Pizza
with us?

While we were at pizza, two announcements were made., First:
Jerry McKnight and Ward Smith (the two sole surviving members

of Tuscaloosa's SF club, SAM) donated SAM's mimeo to BSFC}

There was much applause and cheering. Second: It was announced
that the mimeo paper for ANVIL, enough for 3 issues, was do-
nated by Penny Frierson. Once again Pasquale's staid quiet

was disturbed by stomping and yelling. Then we went back to
eating pizza.

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%'

HALLOWEEN
IIIIPART Y1

The Third Annual BSFC/Post-Herald/Wallace International
Halloween Party will be held at Bill & Nancy Brown's at:
1031 26th Street South, from 8 PM till ??7?7? BYOB
Costumes are mandatory!

T 7 TS B T Ao

. -

Beginning Balance...$128,55
Income:
Interesteessss$ 79 .
DUESevesansone 15.00

ANVIL sales.,.. 17.00
$32.79

Outgo:
Overseas Postage ANVILS 21 & 22...$15.62
Bulk Rate Stamps ANVILs 22 & 23... 54.50
ABCon COntributionoooocoooounooola 20,00
Stencils for ANVILs 23 & 244e0eses 15.00
~To-close 1st N'al accounteseessess__9.00
$114.12

Ending Balance......$ 47.22
14
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Hello! Wade Gilbreath hére agaln.o ‘Looks as if I ll be your
letter editor for‘ awhile N all my anonymous letters and: muffled
phone calls demandlng a replacement have 1eft ndltor Proctor
unmoved. i T
"Wade", she said to me on the phone one evenlng nye m unmoved
and nelther are you, so cut the crap and get to work" -

Oh, well. Here goes. Reachlng 1nto the ANVIL chalnmallbag,
who should get first draw but one of-my favorite locCCerSieess

v 1.,- v RRSERES
S I

Sheila. Strickland* A* marvelouslyffunny artlcle by Bob Shaw thls
Rt. 1, Box 3867B "oast issue., A perfect example of how to
Baker, LA 70714 féll flat on your face while ‘trying o imy-
SRS 'loreés ‘Someone. - Rgading it makes me[wlsh,even
more that I could’ attehd BoShpon,J'As it isy it's just, 4, lltxle
too soon after ChiCsn, and just ‘& little too far away. (Euro-
pean fans aren't the only ones who feel isolated! Our group-is
the only healthy general SF organlzatlon I'know of w1th;n a
couple hundred‘mlleé ) e C
I 11ked the typo in my loc that changed the "young gof?r s" a
CoastCon into "young golfera - The sight.of young £01 rs, at
a con would: be\somethlng to. see., ‘Thereld have td Be & weapons
policy, of courge, aktl‘clubs . to be kept: 1n‘thelr'bag at all tlmes
(except possibly: at‘hasq erade) Biloxi woulld be an excellent
place for the .con! <=~ ‘rifce big sand; trap:and jlis% look at that L
water hazardi Anyone who questioned the suitability-of thoge
golfers attending could-be-asked; "You've never heard of science
--fiction clubs? , _ .i._“ﬁu.
((Why haven't. we_hlt On thls before° We all drive to cons fore‘v
several ‘réasonst -we'rd hooked on -science .fiction, we want to -«
putter arourd ithe’ hudkster room, .we.-love to play through the
night at- partleSV“Yes, no matter how you:slice it, SF cons and. ®
golf have a lotin ‘Eonmom, - Wonder- why: I havefi*t hoticed this - -
obvious oonnectlon before, and I’ve been goang to cons since '72 -
par for me, I guess )) A . i

e . J

YT

Steve Stanley I was glad to see ANVIL 22. You continue

4324 Hollins Rd. NE»:to do-a find clubzlne._ "The return o mimeo
Apartment #3 ° .1s\not such a 'step backwards when well done.u

Roanoke,_VA 2&012 Youy,: ev1dently, have done it well. My copy

‘ - contained no blotchy or:illegible pages. o
However, some illos,asuch as the Steven Fox landscape w1th double -
suns, do suffer from fading in large black space§.

Bob Shaw s "A Streetcar Named Bizarre" is a classic example of

the mild separation from reality which seems to affect most of us
as juveniles., I remember trying the. llght-two cigarettes-and-
give-one~-to-your-date trick, which tesulted in-a lightly blistered
nose. So much for sauve, debonaire, and contlnental.
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" I''saw E.T. with Sam Moskowitz, who was our
GoH at Mysticon II. The movie was a lot
of fun, but it lost credibility at some
points. The sequences with flying
bicycles were straight out of Disney's
"Witch Mountain" movies. If the
alien could levitate, why didn't
he do so to return to his ship,
and why did the kids have to
keep peddling while in flight?
What caused E.T.'s apparent
demise, and how did the cryo-
genic suspension revive him?

-~
ya -8

Buck Coulson's opinion of wargamers is much akin to my own. I
have sat down to several sessions of D&D which proved to be quite
enjoyable. Still, those who play regularly seem to become so
absorbed in their games as to be insensate and unintelligible to
other fen. They are welcome to attend cons as raying members,
but should be encouraged to play in their own rooms for reasons
Harry Andruschak outlined in his loc,

Please do your readers a service (or at least satisfy their curi-
0sity) and get the recipe for those "crawfish Jdaquiris" Sheila
Strickland mentioned.

((I was amazed that Speilberg used the flying bicycles in E.T.
I suppose that intellectually it was a fitting climax to the
superb chase sequence, but it Just didn't have the powerful
emotional effect intended.//Sheila, will you help us out by
sending the crawfish daiquiri recipe?))

Garth Spencer I honestly do not think Callisto Rising
1296 Richardson St. deserved the dismissive treatment Cecelia
Vietio#flge SBY 0" Martinez gave it., But then, different peo-
Canada V8V E31 ple are receptive to different things. A

member of ESFCAS (Edmonton) was surprised to
find that most Victoria AZfA fans go to some church or other,
whereas she had gathered (from her home enviroment) that of course
everyone was an atheist or agnostic. So perhaps an article on
religious themes and problems in SF makes more sense to some of
us than to Sta., Martinesz,

I read Genesis right after reading another UFO/comspiracy theory
book, Alternative 3; which is based on very much the same ideas,
What is bizarre is that a TV system in Britain broadcast this
theory ‘as fact; it was later induced to retract, saying it was a
hoax. It's Just as well I read these books after being exposed
to the Illuminatus: trilogy. Now I can take hardly anything
seriously.




v . .
I liked Mazuranlc s letter jon the European language situation.

I also liked Buck Coulson's: renly. You have to know at least
three English dialects in ‘Victoria: General British ("Oak Bay"), -
under-30 and American Television, At this stage Western Cana-
dian is distinguished from the last two only by some vocallc
speech hablts and lex1cal selectlon rules. '

((For the 1ast threé years, I' ve had trouble taklng anything.
seriously, and I haven't read the Illuminatus’ trilogy. 1In: many
ways, 1life seems like a long series of. practlcal jokes played ,
on the unsuspecting. I'm no longer unSuSpeCtlng, but I stlll L
fall prey to llfe s mordant humor.)) . | . Lt

wds .
Harry Warner, Jr. It seemed qulte a Whlle srnce ANVIL had "
423 Summit Avenue | arrived. Let me ‘strike while the "iron
Hagerstown, MD 21740 is hot, to forge a loc on this 22nd igsue,
" and I wonder how many scores of loc writers
have used that partlcular figure of speech to - start a letter to -
your fanzine? . . oL : . L

Bob Shaw's artlcle is a real coup'for you. It must be the fanzlne
equivalent of a silent speech by its-author, whem I'vée grown’
accustomed t6 think of as reading all his fanzine articles to -
convention audiences before he sends them to. fanzines. Or, maybe

I should-think of this dne as a brand new -silent movie, because
somehow._ I kept seeing the events described in it on a.silver
screen in my imagination... Probably that. Stronge reading reaction
resulted from Bob's frequent references to movié gtars—and-their.
trench coats. . But even now, a considerable time after reading
it, I..find it hard to believe I e“perlenced this article as words
on a fanzine' page rather than.in a movie- theater or- on the tele—;
vision screen. (And on a mimeographed fan21ne, at that. What
won't they think of next°)' i e

s
W

In agy“event, it's very amusing and also a trlfle cmotlonally
moving, A8 an evocation-of- how..the movies influenced young people
with romantic inclinations long ago when there were still romantic

things in movies. '

Charlotte's con report also cheered me up, not because she is as
experienced and famous a humorous writer .as Bob Shaw, but because
of her mention that there is now only one bid for the worldcon in
your area. I hope this solution to your problems is a permanent
one. It was terrible to think about several years of dissention
over the worldcon bid lylnb ahead. "

E.T. sounds like a movie that I would enjoy. ff it received
many other fanzine reviews:similar to this one/ py Warren Overton,
we will havz a probable first. for fandom: LenerEl approval of a
science fiction mov1e which is a smash box office hit. ZIZut one
thing bothers me. “The enormous audiences which are turning out
for this <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>